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Summary:

Social studies and research into the history of influential
scientific figures have become key modern trends in historical
research. This is due to the variety of approaches that can be
employed to interpret historical events, most notably sociological
methods, which are heavily relied upon to deconstruct event-based
history to study the state of society and its various transformations.
These methods generally provide a broad perspective based on

precise details and deep events, aiming to achieve historical truth.

It is no surprise that my doctoral thesis, titled “Scientific and
Social Life in Andalusia through the Books of Hisba and Nawazil
during the Taifa and Almoravid Periods (422-539 AH/1031-1144
AD),” falls within this trend. It utilizes the materials from the
books of Nawazil and Hisba as a primary source for social study,
as their events cover various societal conditions and related

influences or changes.

The choice of the temporal and spatial scope of the study was
based on methodological considerations. The Taifa and Almoravid
periods are part of the era of significant historical writing in the
Islamic West, both in quantity and quality.

This research is presented in an introduction and three
chapters. The introduction includes essential elements found in all
academic research introductions: the importance of the topic, its

definition, reasons for choosing it, the problem statement on which
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the thesis is based, and the plan I followed to answer the questions
posed in the problem statement. Since every scientific research
requires a methodology, | adopted the historical method based on
description and analysis, utilizing observation to clarify the
features of the hypothesis | proposed, and thus reach conclusions.
| also mentioned previous studies on the research topic, as this
topic is not entirely new; others have shared some aspects of it,
although there are differences between my research and previous
studies, as explained in the introduction. Every researcher faces
difficulties and obstacles in their research journey. One of the main
challenges | encountered was dealing with the books of Nawazil,
which contain precise scientific terms related to jurisprudence,
characterized by their complexity and difficulty in deciphering
some of their symbols, unless the researcher has long-term
experience with them. Additionally, some of these terms are from
an era that passed a thousand years ago and are rarely used in
subsequent periods, among other difficulties mentioned in the

relevant section.

| divided this thesis into three chapters. The first chapter
examines the books of Hisba and Nawazil as a source of social
history. The following two chapters address the two main aspects
of this study: one explores the scientific life in Andalusian society,
and the other studies the social life in Andalusia, both within the
specified timeframe of the Taifa and Almoravid periods (422-539
AH / 1031-1144 AD). The importance of this study lies in its

280



unique focus on the books of Hisba and Nawazil, although some
studies have also relied on one of these sources. However, their
scope was limited to a specific phenomenon and not as
comprehensive as this study, or their reliance on these sources was

minimal.

The study elaborated on these important sources for studying
social and cultural history and other historical fields. It introduced
the Hisba system, the Muhtasib (market inspector), and related
conditions and ethics, as well as the literature written on this
subject. It also discussed the books of Nawazil (jurisprudential
cases), which came in various forms and names, such as fatwas,
responses, and issues. The thesis highlighted that the study period

was rich in this type of literature.

This study also addressed the scientific and intellectual
diversity that Andalusia experienced, as it brought together many
scholars in various sciences and arts, and different fields, whether
related to religious sciences, linguistic sciences, or other

experimental sciences such as medicine and engineering.

The study then detailed the types of sciences and the scholars
renowned for the, and the study addressed the most important
educational institutions where sciences were taught and
knowledge was acquired, primarily mosques, libraries, kuttabs

(elementary schools), and scholars’ houses.
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The study also discussed the daily lives of scholars, their
residences, the challenges they faced, and the hardships they

endured, similar to other social groups.

The second chapter of this study was dedicated to social life
in Andalusia during the Taifa and Almoravid periods, covering
several important points. First, it discussed the Andalusian family

and its components, the customs of engagement and marriage...etc

Another section discussed the religious life of Andalusian
society, particularly the prevailing beliefs and the presence of
groups that deviated from the dominant Sunni belief. It
emphasized the role of scholars in maintaining the Islamic
religious fabric by combating innovations and heresies and
punishing those whose actions necessitated it to prevent their

corruption from spreading in society.

This section also covered the practical pillars of Islam, such
as prayer and related practices, The study also addressed the
difficulties Andalusians faced in performing the pilgrimage due to
fears and dangers, leading some jurists to issue fatwas exempting
them from it, The study also emphasized the obligation of jihad for
Andalusians living near enemy territories, with frequent wars,
especially after the fall of the Umayyad Caliphate and the

fragmentation of Andalusia into regions ruled by various families.
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The study also examined the systems and structures
important in Andalusian society, starting with the judicial system
and related issues, reflecting many aspects of Andalusian society
through various cases mentioned in the books of Nawazil, It also
explained the Hisba system, primarily the role of the Muhtasib
(market inspector), who ensured the implementation of orders,

monitored markets and violations...etc.

The third section of this chapter focused on professions and
crafts, divided into two parts: one related to governmental and

religious positions, and the other to general professions.

The fourth section discussed various social groups such as
villagers, marginalized groups, and dhimmis (non-Muslims living
under Muslim rule) and social customs and traditions in
Andalusian society. The study highlighted negative aspects

mentioned In sources.

Finally, the study concluded with a summary of findings and
suggestions for future research, hoping to benefit readers and
researchers and open new avenues for postgraduate students to
explore areas needing further expansion or clarification. This is the
essence of fruitful reading that generates ideas, where a significant
project might stem from a single sentence or word that sparks an
idea in the reader’s mind, leading to a substantial scientific

endeavor that benefits future readers.
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